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June 6, 1973

The itC:boralble CLO)crz C. D. Morton
Tho Seeret#-ry of the Interior

Dceir )Ire. Lcrotary:

ZlAc is in mrs4y to your letter dotc! lW.y fn, 15'3, ann
enclou1OLJU'r fran tDe )Wjauty Arirntant Sccritnry o? the Intenrior,
requostiu" a decislon an to irhcthlrer oloydiil ITCrtzel Utility
)3grAprntmt CorporitS.cn (boydrvell) mutty be relieved of Ito iblim
gations un.ecr contract lHo. )JO':!S2OI8 au:rmdcd purcuunt to
formil advorttuirLc procedures by the Durcau of Indian M'tairs,
Phoonix, Arizona.

It ir. rcportld tfl.t on February 28, 1ldc vero received in
rotronou to solicitation lo. 24ll, coverin5 faur iterr oi clecoo
trical line materlial * 'urea responsive biCn were received for
Itei Ifo. 1, Croanrmns as folloiw:

Bldder Unit Price Total Price

1) I'rgydwefl flart:'eit Utility 4 9.93 IA r5
Lquid;rA.aL Corporation

2) Anixtor PruzrAn Co. ll. 4#4 5,703

3) Graybar Uloctric Co., Inc. 9.91*4 4,955

Ci1ot conlclerel -for award an bid was rubmittod on
u41l-cratione lc:tio for ell tour ltbto rFal co-¶dDnU-
tion of bids froam other bidders van lovur than its
total

A contract for Item Ito. '1 vo ewrded to Iytouell oru l-rch 7,
1973. Howevcr, by lotter of Itreh 1l4 Jhydilol. cllewid a Nir.teko in
Its bid and reuqauted paormlocion to rtt.hdrato tho Wd. UNydvell
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apparently overloo';eJ th2 bcueptfnco deadline in the quctatiron
from itW.. ernntr r.'ppl.ier c.i it did) not rectrict the rccccpt'aneo
tilva (at $4 btid. 2,j th t 'n; -. ot the nwieitution c bid coiItl
be oc(.u.'ted ulthie: lt;O C!r'y i:A.:.n a difi'4srrnt DoAitA vitB rspct-
fies )M t,Ž 4))j1if). J:.::;;ti .)1El:y'.nic1l'' ctotutntiou coo). bD

threc i..u 1,0 trTh.6) :1AA.' it v-,.L th& flhu'u'nr 'u in!;t"ntitcm t~vtt
the Civuteticn *%%1M ho void t'c gasy vter lic oW.cmifn3.

K . tuA n ronart-l ive, rclict rellt not be Grentod for n
corba§)-:strm:k;ur' v~ri~htzsaY M~trA .vw a\i13c0 LEter t;tc 1"I l o;' o£tv

.'t~ tn ;i.$Mtit : *n" 4 lin r.. tt..-nIn thse GroietrLt tttn urate 4**t.;pe^ etre
Dcue)$ ti.:ti., (s.wxm:ut twr, Ocr t;;XouI 1-.avo beous ou notice of'

- Otbs )vcX.Lttfillty (A )c prtal;C ,1; thorcectrituhtirl, veriflcrttion t..) auu: i1 iruu noec-pf)A.istoa of tso be d or .feiA .Yn* r... -*. s
!7 ,* , t. tt'5jt~,- 170:ti 1 Ct, C1. 483, 3.i3 i;. 2d I',;ol

or-of -I C.;.e. ., . At; '4cn 56 r). Cwip. 505 (19144); and
1r & $rzaor.o0 (3!'. Ex ld4Cvor, rdlict hUc been uflowed
ofter uu)r'd ')en it a4trtak#.a ino freat that it. coultd be uaid
thtt Co(vornrnt; ar (obvtounWNo fettin. accrct!aing for notinj. sce
)rr',) '.. ly'it!fl Ibtr;.:, 3t 6. F ;'. A68 (J.9'.1)# in i'hich the leo:
YC \an Ii .W'::i Th:nn ones4t.32r4 (? tIX P t.m, htgher iti (13 tJco,
we have (uthloriavA relicf, titer vorificatioto whet. the nisw
taon unt.' no Crent th)t it lvI:U conriderea unconnciCVe^rle (or in-
c',uiIO.s .l, to h).:t6 ti.e. an to it: contrne.t. B-) 50.3a', rc.bru-
ary U, 3!A;; );410b91, O ct.ry0 28, l,911

';our D*'~rt mib::4rnion states thnt thore in no cjuention
tha:t hdvl .Xs tai to lir!J; the acccptroco timce t o its 1t4 t:* ra-

.cwt, tie.:' rcv ,r4.cttoi 1r0A0Z3su by its ou-xO.t-r blut. VlIt such ureor
to vb$n .ro^X Nl rat'..:cx tha- n natiucl'. W.o tl-:3..9 rnt.ntin'; on the
fnce ra^ tin bid to rut tto coatracinsv otile:r an rotic of the
error thW- contr:'vtiic otflecr, nevertbtloct, h^.r recomrnerdcd tVtt
the corAtract be t'2tvclUed hnlct to force tVie contrctor to deliver
at tln carrent .t'. * ))riucdn :iould cuj);tect it t_ _ v-hntC1nt
loso. It i: rc)!etrA1 thot V.e currcnt acl3itne price for croesarnz
in t)i:: 1i4-':Sx rc: tr. in c::ccin of $l11.50 aeab. Xn rvie of tiP.zO
ctrc;: titrecon t', : .:ut Iy hutlrW.tant Becreotary friC Lw:f;t.ted thut
"nuntAning the r.uard could vell be conldored uncovichlonablo."

It in clear that f4nrdwofl'o falmro to spocity a bid
aooaptrnce tine ccriitortnt with Ito s up.picr' bid %uan a %uitatw
oral iuiot:e, kiu'ro Ima no orror In the xunft price oftered tfr the
crou&tr;at Lrd tin the rceord betoro uG we rind no ctdticicmt bants
for conaludius9 tt the comitiacttin ofticer ohould btvtv boon oil
notice o.' as. error in IAydwoflla bid.
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Vurt),e.-r}iro, vore P trmtbo to nojrce 4riMthe Octs t-,.zntion In
*,'UV tlU8:!rt~l!*tt rc-yiert for a eccir.ion t.VZt ":tttliiv' ti,

c.wrt4 !oo-ct, v01.. be c::t.Acs.re'J uzwrcwaic'Tn.u'J ttheut ",h .0
rc .t~crtcID. i-|tyE ;'o y{;; r] e c4 to cfItut4 t tilt ctrc:tsnvw fr::t other
t'JACCIUIv in:Lt t.? ttXtb)A to Vi%'1. ̀t (vbn:XLy v.h)ie 't oeAX4 Av-cths

1R's. ~ ~ r~ i*|r:S ; tit It.s1.;.d emee. VAlc;i~ tlsti c-nt. oi' Ub..w re t¢
1.t.t: );Lws Lue: V r ti4s' the imn g..a c.Z t.ir.. to Vpf, it, (liea
(;.)')t it T*'en r'--' e'j1.5,,D' th's rmcexd dc'n Ilt; c.c' the vic'e at
iTich thc' I.% : .; eowtil V;a lata;i w'nwrtwd 1by 1:-.7;Qt(vu tc;mn its

r*.88*. ,,Ie f;Su- rtimcv: 'Wv;- n.*XrIel )f.: t-}tttti:0A Otatsen Vs*I~bo

iVu oc|tritet r-r:ihir :'m .oequcnt thu OdthZnv;i. at its M

in itfly uvt4iZ, it in S c:.o.fi that bud thc gr..;v4 riot be^n ntwh
to I'ny;eA I , -t:.us GiOrrtw'.r.t; teow.(l ):t;.vo erruret thn cXott.ty: by
amn tunrd tn this ne:tpln i.j.w Idt er c.t p price oi (fl.Zik It flsCO
nto.'i..s evitirit t))ttt it in'.fl in c,:cuced tfrm Its contretct the
(1vor:eiment viill have to 1niy a hithi pr prisc o'0 the items tI.Ln
tho pricn r.vul.cst.clo to It fron thu other vource at thc tivi: oa
tho Mnothrd. lz do not Cb::, under tOnno cgicv-.tzincec, thnet a
cl;aO hic 13ca r.mdc on cithor 3crctl or-e.ouitt1.1 u ",rifndul vnhich
ixj.VL rmetztru t.:t lXex ±nvo.t.-Al $.r. c. rs.?.rcf vat)Ci:?t to 1'o horw'
by ths Gcavveiva-nt: rc-t!.cr thl:n by tahn, contrv&c'0'r* i party t*o).y
rcrpcnuil1tI.c for the rJ uttko. In c^t4.ition, wc M4 not cownJcto r
tho M$.':orc;cw:., in rriceu to he no ¢rcctt# as V, v;rrm:;t crASon dar-
atb.:)a o:C rlhlct' ex the 1o iA3 of S.teo'eM(te¢rnnO Ccc
)s.'171A132, Djcc4"tsr 21, 19 tT AM tbo decickn3 cltvl thnirain.

For thb r)eaaoms ntntod above, reoelssict. o, tbe contarit
it tiot cut!ter1hud.

7h3 tlle trtnmeLittcd vith the letter of r.', 18, 1973, in
returncA4.

Sincerely' ycnn.X,

Paul 0. Demn$1f~

rFr thrCoriptronlnr en.cral
of the Uaite;) SPtten
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